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Daar S5ir:
Turing the pzst few.years a pronosal has been freely iiscuesal
mhich has orounsed the apprehension and the disfevor of the orgmized

iabor movement of Aamerisa, - This prorosal involvss the prineciples of

delegnting to rovernment the rigit to stipulote or regulate by law, in-

dugtri=l reletions in private industries, The most general form which

this proposel tzkes is to seeure by the ensotment of & law the eight-hor

workday “or all workers in privete industry - for 811 in a2ll walks of life.
fhe ¢rganized labor movement has opposed such proposels and

rolds that their righte and their freedom as industrial workers depmd

tpon their keeping under thelr own control the determinstion of indns-

trial relations with their employers. They hold that there must be cer-

tnin rights and privileges gusrenteed to them as citizens =nd workers

which are frea from interrersnce of state oction. Their positien is has ed

upon the fundemental principles underlying constitutional zovernment;
that is, *that rovernment muet be representetive, must exerclse lte au-~

thority within a prescribed sphere and must be prohibited from invading

nersonal rights end privileges belonging to individual citizens, OF

ecourse, safety, sanitation, etc., ste., come within the Funetions and

duties of movernment.
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I have conzistently oppeeed any effort fo egteblish anything
that wonld delegate “o governmentsl agarcies any desres of compulsion
for %*he workers in industry ond which would anthorize o state to deter-
aine induatrial relatlons in private industry,

The right to determine indungirial relationa implies the right
to enforece such determinations, and, theresfore, opens up opportunities
to extend the field of governmental repulation to all persensl industrial
relntions in private industry and thereby abolishing voluntary sgeacies.

Tn digcussine the vronosal to secure the cight-hour doy by low
in private induastries, I expreased the thonght that fthere never had bem
a rovernment on the Tnee of the earth, ner In any ncotlon existing toddyy
which A1d not and will not exercise tyrenny wvhen the time, opportunity
or "need™ presented themselwes, I had in mind the thought that =overn-
ments =ought opportunities to extend powers 2nd jurlsdiotion in emergenay
and then after such an emergency had passed still contined to exercise
the axtracrdinary power. DBut further consideratlon of the subject has
pronsed a new aporehension on my part based upon the following thought,

TUnder the 0ld laws whiech conferred power upon the zourts to
resuints relations between "master and servant" and to govern wages, hmre
of labor =nd other conditionz of work, the courts which exercised such
functions, sueh as the old English Court of Quarter Sessions, stipulttet
wages, hours of work, ete.,, at which the workers must work. Vorkers wio
fniled to obey the commmnds of the ocurta ware finad of put into prisnn
ng common felons and not infrequently executed for repeeted violations
of laws or viclatlons of the decisiona of the courta, Nons of theas lavs
wiich conferred upon courts the rights to stipulats industrial ralatlons
and none of the decisions of the courts have been repealed by gtatute

lzw, The thousht that occurred to me is this: 1if new laws werse cnacted

anthorizing sovermmental ageneies to gstipwlate Industrisal relations,
woild not the reversion to thht o0ld priveiple itself revive all of those
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nld equrt deeisions and that part of the "common law™ connected wit h the
ﬂ vld Laborers' Statutes? :
| Thnere hos been creat progrews and genuine widening in concepts
of freedom, humanity and justice, which have recognized the new industrial
1!:;t.’_1.t113 of the workers, and thess are a reflex of common thought and
zeneral convietion, If a law were cnacted giving the government the right
ﬁ? control hours of work in private industry, woulﬂ not the endorsenent
of that prineciple revive all that was the sutgrowth of the old legusl and
judieisl reasoning, to which I have referred and take from the workers
industrial freedom?
If there is foundation for this apprehonsion, the sdoption of
feight—hour laws for private industries - for all wu?kara = would bring
' aénout & very serious conditiona which would menace the foundations of
1ihert3.
; | I am writing to you to ask for an expression of opinion upon
this possible eventuality, The guestion involved is oﬁe of concern 1o
a1l liberty-loving citizens, and I venture to ask you £0 do this in the
intorogte of justiee, liberty and humanity, Perhaps I na§'h§hnﬂu13
anprehansive of thié rhase of the gqueation I propﬂuh.ﬂ., but it is ore
which esuses me ne litile conrern. I am seeking the judgment of yoursdl
snd others who sre interested in the maintenance of the fundamental
prineiples of liberty,
Hill you pieasa fawor me with your opinion in regard to this

matter as soon as possible, and oblipe,
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