
COURT OF GENERAL SESSIOIS 

STAn OF NEW YORl: 

~----~-~-~----~~~------~--~X 

1HE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OFDW YOBK, 

- against -

COltSTAlTIIO VIlCgt RICCARDI, alias 
e. fiNeD! RICCARDI, 

Defendant. 

~-----~----~~--~-~-~~~--~~X 

THE GRAND JURY OF THE CGt1ITY OF •• YOk by this 

indictment accuses the defendant, COllstant1llo Vincent Riccardi,. 

of the eX:.1me of Grand Larceny in the first degre., eoami tted as . . ' ... " 

follows: f 

The derEtadant., Constantino Vincent R.iecal'"fli, 1n ad 

frOlJl the County of I ... York and diver-s other plaees, eo_enel~ 

with l.n or about the beginning ot J'uly, 1945, to an or about 

J.u~rust 2, 1945,. With intent to deprive and defraud the OUSt"' ot 

her property and of the use and benet! t thereof', and to appro­

pt'ia te the saae to the use of' said defendant aDd 801\$ other 

pel"son, obtainedfrOll Princess Dorts "arid b-Sul taaeh certain 

property owned by bel'. to wit, one marquise cut diamond rinc 

weighing appronma.tel,. 28 carats, having a value of lIOre tba 

',500, by colot' and a1d of the following tTaudulent and talae 

representations and pt'eteftse. :Sade to her by said defendant, 

namely: 

That defendant was a pract:1cing lawyer 1n the stateot 

Callfornia, who specialized in eriainal law and that he owned 



certe~n mining properties in the state or AriSODa, to wit, 

Leadville "'estern Mine.j'D1c • ., wbieb 1I1Jle .. as then aJlti there 

producing copper, and that he earned. at least tSOOO& week tl"OJa 

his mine and his law practice; that all art'angeaent,s had been 

completed to list the stock of the Leadville Western .ines" Inc. 

on the New Yo~k Curb Exchange to open at a pr1ce or t.1 a snare, 

and that the defend8D.t, Riccardi;; was a gt'aduate of the 

Univers1 ty ot Yale taw School. The said. Princess Doris Farid 

-res-Sul taneh, l"elyi,ng upon said ~epl'esentat1on$ and the truth 

thereof', deli vared to the defendant the aforement:toned ring 

and received in consideration therefor 200,000 shares of' til. 

I, capital stock of Leadville western Mines, Inc. 

I 1b.a t said representatians and pl"!3tenses were f'raudu-

\

1,' lent and false, and were known by the defeJldant to be f'raudulent 

and false at the time they were matle, in that the dafendantlfas ' 

I, 
'I 

I' 
1\ 
II 
!\ 
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not. a practicing {it ttorney in the sta te o~ California but .-as 

in fact disbar1:ed and p't"'oh1bited from practicing lay in sai4 

state, not' was the Iline, allegedly owned by Leadville Western 

Mines, Inc., in operation. or producing any minerals, nor d.14 

the defendant reee1Y6 an,. ineoa.e troa his pl"aet1c.e of' law or 

from the production of' copper, 1lO? were any a.rrangeJAeDts made 

to list such stock all the lie. York Curb Exchange" nor was the 

defendant a grad.uate ot yale University Law School. 

I. 
II 
1\ I AND mE GRAJD JURI OF mE COUNTY OF lIE1' YORlt by this 

I indictment further accuses the defendant, Constantino. llneeat 

Riceard!, of the cr1me o~ Grand Larceny in the f'i'tst degree, 

eouitte4 as follo.ws: 



?htt d.r4W.1<!ant, ':"otlstenttno Vlncrfmt P.1oc."'1,ln~M 

tt"o~ th~ eOlmty of ••• tor1£ ll1ftd dl'V'l'tt'" oth&" p1.c •• , on 01' 4Jf»Qut 

~:U~U5t 2, 1?45, stcltl and took tf'OIl 'Ptlae •• s Do!'1. ?fIr-i4 

!f!! .... multetfu~b cflrt!!lln prQj!Hu"ty OWlult4 b1 her, tn ~ t, 4,)D. tl1.~4 

.&r~u1 •• eut t"1., ft~lgb1.ng !+.pP1"oxlaately 2' ea ... tt be"i .. a 

Y~l'u~ I)f $ot'€t than ',no, 'l'tth intCfnt tod"pt'i " •• ft!',! dtd'J'~_ t,b,. 

Qwnlo\}~ at ~~1~ ~t"otH.~t1 ftDd or the us. aed beno!'1 t ttl.Hot, gil 

t~ ap~"t'oprlate th. $a~e to the u,a.' of ... 14 d.ren~ut. 

,urn nn! Oft.Alfn JWY or TIS: C<'iUl1Y or ~. Y'jJi!' 1l,. tbis 

1ndict~mt furth .... aceu,oiIs the detendant. COflttant,ll1o '1aeeet 

IUoeiu"d1.of th. erl=_ or af'iti.rid r..~rc.~.n1 in 1.b. first 4 •• " •• , 

COf.U'!l ttM as ["0110".: 

Tbe d$tendmt, 1.1\ .cd from the CQt.lnt'1 of ••• fo\·k .n4 

dlv~l"8 oth.er pl&.,.,. ¢o.Il'U!lnc .. lth the beglm1q of JUly, 194'_ 

to in illftd ~bo\ittbt 111441. or Nov.ber, 1945, with intent to 

d.pt'l"* and deft'&ud tbfll Offner of b,el" pl"op~n·tr aM of th. u •• 

and 'b.enef1 t th.~eot, tUll>1 to a,j;?ropr-1a.t.th$ _ •• to t.h. u •• 

of ,aid ".ten4qt aad SOil. otb.r :p~n"801'l, obta.lft~ t ... Prine ••• 

nori.,.,,!, t'-!Ult~JUllt e.rt,-,1n pt-O$HH"t;,. own,.4 by h.~. ,to .1t,c •• 

die.ond peadant and eha1neontftin1q ,~prfiln •• t.l,. 298 dibon4_. 

1 ,olden ... pph1.l"e &et in plat.1n_. Jt#tllbt, 118 "tl"ats; oa .• 41Al'_4 

atl'~ @ltM!l'ttld noeklaoe eonta1nltC lii~:P1"Qx1ut.l,. 27' d1aoQ-d. 60 

~:UUI"nd., 1. caboehon eaer-ald. "dr-.ap4td elnera14 dr-Qpa 2, eabo­

chon .~.r1lild •• 44 ;fnJ.€il1 ~.!Jort.d ShlJtJHi4 &m~f,t:lds 8*' lnpll'ltiRtaJ 

one dlamon4 rub,. platinum brae.let eOllt~lru·nr t$pproxlltlftely 29' 

ti1asonds, 4 rub:hts, 168 ell11bt>. !'vb1 •• 84)1:. 1aplatlD\fIIJ Oft. 

--,...; 



f 
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lady's d1amo.nd p1at1nua r\1be111 te rillg containing 1 l'ubell1t. 

(tourmaline) ot 40 carats' weight, containing approximately 104 

diamonds set in platinum; all ha.ving an aggregate nlue in 

excess ,of more than t500, by eolor and aid ot the following 

fraudulent and raIse representations and pretenses made to her 

by-said defendant, nam.elYt 

That defendant was a practicing lawyer in the state ot 

California .. who spee1a.liJ:ed 1n criminal la.w and that he oW;n.ed 

certain mining properties in the State of Arizona, to wit, 

Leadville Western Mines, Inc., which mine If:as then and there· 

prod1.1c.ing copper, and that he eal'nea at least $5000 a wsek ftio .. 

h1s mine and his lay practiee; that all arrangeaents had been 

II com.pleted to list the stock of the Leadvl11e western Mines, Inc. 

on the New York Curb Exchange to open at a price ot $1 a sha:re, 

!\ and that the defendant, Riccardi, was a graduate of the Yale 

llnive't'"sity Lay School. The said Princess Doris Farid !:s-

sultaneh, relying upon said representations and the truth 

thereof, delivered to the defendant the a.forementioned ring and 

received in considera.tion therefor 200,000 shares of the capita.l 

stock of Leadville Westemlfines, Ine. 

defendant receive aD1' income from. his practice of law 0·1" from the 



pt'~\1et1 '-m of coppe... MY" .fft~ ~ tU"l."anc'f1ment5 ~ad. to 11.t 

Slvt)'b e't~ck ~n th~ lew Yt:ll"'k' Cu"b~~~bl!.nl'l!.nor was tht dttf.ridDftt 

a If'~d\.t~t$ ot yale tltl.l •• l'$lt:y LAW !cb'ltl'ol. 

Aln ~!l GftAIl) JU!I 01 TBI: Cotml"Y QJ" llfh YG~t by tld,a 

1n,U.ctmtmt fu:rthel' at:eul'f,;S t.n. ~4Iltendq,t. C()Dltaotb.o Vtncht 

fU.ec~r41. Qr ttl!t Ct*11Ut of {lr_d tt\f'e"$ll1' lnth .. t1t'$t ~., ..... 

eoultt44 $~ fol1Mf5t 

!be d!:\1'r~1ltn,tt Cr.;;'lultafttJ.no "ln~tJm.t ftleett'd1, in Anil 

r'ro~ thlJ e~ .. ty ¢t Jew Yot'1\( iI!.l'ttt 41"'~t".otb.f ,I.e •• , in at' 

,~bout love.b.". 194'.. ~ t('Jle ai~~ t'~Gk: tt'o.Pr-lnoU$ ~rll 

J'a r:1,d, ~I-~'Ul t~.\ft:Vlib t'tf~rt,~A1n !H!'Ol)@tty outl4 by lun ... .1 tc) '1'1 t, .e 

dl~ml))lld p$ad~nt and enaill c!'¥nt&1nllli ttl'i'1"ox1aflt.l,. 2'. dt •• on4e;t 

1 ,'!told_ t:f&typhlt"~ let in pl$.t1n_,~~1,gbt. lUJ OArat •• on,. 

d11lIlOnf,~· ~lld ~$~.n~~la uacl(lac,& Ottnt3.inlQ a~rJ'rc'1:1mat.ly 2', 
d:1a.~ndl,t 60 f''' •• (Uamond~. 1 ctib.,ch~.,n em .. rald, , f,:r •• r-ma:i.e4 

"tn·~ld d'rops. 2 t~~eh"n9mfl1"ald.. 44 Atna.ll .a,.of'ted ,b._PM 

~ii!'l191i'~ld.! .et in pl~,tlJ1_; an(t tU.$.~ ... platlt\U'4'j~ fJr~u,'.l.t 

~t.:rt;~ta1n.1n., ~lPptoxi.tat.l,. ~9t d1~.llon~I.4 l'ub1$$. 168 ealUn". 

rut-,$: Illlit in plat.1.n_;t)n~ la47'$ r.ti".Qni ~pla.tlJu. t>'Ube111te 

'ring t!'Ol'lt.!!'il'lt!ll 1 rubel11\. (tourflaI.1aft) of' 40 o~t'"tl,t •• tf.lrht. 

~~nt"1ft1q ~ppt"O:l(1U.t.111Q4d11£~~ .flt in pl~t1lU.J _11 

h~"1~ ,;,tll !'I"-i!$t, tltf "?!l.tl~ t. ~)tC.-I50r~.or. UUl\ ~SOO, '!ifl th 

1nt&nt tt) t!ejJr1Y~ .4 (!efrau4 t:tv:~ OQfll:l" of' 11$14 P:f''QP~t"tl Ul:~ 'O.t 

t:he lU~. and bftlUlfl tthttJreot I -ad tO~$.prkt"opt'latfl1 tbe sue to tb. 

U.(t Q,r •.• 1~ '~~t.n411.t. 
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Alti ft): GltAIIP Jt.m'f 0' T:rn~ eotJI"fY t:)'f' !law toBl by' t..h1ll 

in~.u.ctl1Yi.at rvt'tbttr ~ee1)1t8! the dt\t.n(l~nt, ~:;otult~.tHlt) '1Q~ft'jt 

rUc,e~ ... dl, of' 1;;h(J Qr1_. or violatlac " judgmeat of ;tnjU1l'l('t1~ ot 
. 

the!upreme eCUt"t tJ! thltr;'t~ t. or l.lIIt y<!',.-k. tn vli)l,i1l.i~1Q:n o'r 

Se~tlt')n "'-Ittr t.be Gllfne'tJ.lll !h:uuu ••• tew, & ,ltil!1d.~"llor ~o-..... 

ml tt.1.1 an tollollf!u 

'1:H~t on the ltd daT or lpJ?11, 11'7., tb# at,)ll .. A11r •• 

F'r4nlt,~ntbllla!"~ J'Us !1e§ of th~ ~'tI,rfe;\ll. ~ourt o.f' thefttJllt~ of 

liIl!Jl; York, ttl ttlng~t .~ S~;~~el''l11~f'~. P~f"t II, of tn. S'uprff:$\. 

C,",urt or th~ rt~teo.r J(It~!tH'k, held jr.~ &nrlfot' t;h~ ~om:rt1 of 

V.ine~nt fa~~ltrdl" ttt. $1 .. , ""'~r~nd~nt$) ~bleh Ju4gml~nt Wtit~. db.11 

~ftte'rtid 1n.Uu.~ 'OffiCi., or thfJ ttl~t'k ot th~ ~oun~f of ~.,r Y;,,-rk ~n 

~:bG ~'3rd i.1~1fJ)r A;:-:rl,l, 19.17, ~nd .. e~rt:l r1.~ copy <,t i~l(! jude-

th~ dilf.e:r.d~nt )H:,r~lrj., on tl'l. ::,rd dar of .April, 19~?,. 'ft\4$.1,', $&1<1 

judglBtlnt p.hlftn1q!ltly en3,,1,11.4 .1lft'..i f@$tl',l\lned th~ ~1\\14 CCtrutt&~t1n. 

"'tl:':l:.et':ut t'l!leeatd1 r'ro~ selllnt: f3<t" t.'Jrf.t"1ng fot '41~ .. or n.,ottat-

He'W YOl"k.. *rb:~t Coc$.tantUlo "1ne~f:rt ff1e~@;rdi, ttl..- t1!\Jr$ttd~nt 

h~:rtll!'l, dl,~ ~ontw;ul(:!tc:';ual,. fd,ntl ~11 ('ully vloll!'P:T.e' t1nr:! ':t1.f'~I!\rd 

~$i!~! j'IJdgl\~u.nt, :tn th~t. eo~n~tn, ~i th in t1r ~bout the: bogl.anilll 

of July, lq45. ~~ to .tn Qr lIa,bout th'B ~,1"1dl. or !lfo"~lfib.rJ 1945, 

~:h~ t.ar.!yl11. ~yt~.t~~rn Ml~{;$, ItiO"" 1,1 thin tuut t!'o~ the ~tat. ot 

lirW Y,,-rk, CeJunty or le~ York, to "ne. ~ri.nNHt$ Fs.r14 'fht-$\lltlinlJh, 

and ttl. dj!lfr. .. nth~.nt did a~ll 400,000 ~h.l$l"'l~ or Il.1d stock t;o th~ 
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sa:1dPr111cess Farid Es-Sul taneh Wi thinmd from the County of 

New York, and did receive valuable propel"'tJ' tb&ref'o-r in payment, 

all l.n violation ot sa.id ,udpent of' in3unction. 

IATRABIEt L. GOLDSftlI 
At tOl!"aey General O'f the 

Sta te of Be. Yo'tk 


