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- SUITE 906, 1012° 14TH STREET N.W.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005
_July 22, 1977 (202) 638-3638

The Honorable Tom Steed
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 20515

Dear Congressman Steed:

The Agency for Consumer Protection (H.R. 6805 and
S. 1262) represents a significant step forward in the
administration of our federal government. Interests of the
consuming public are often neglected in the regulatory
process, a field that has grown more complex, technical and
cumbersome over the years. Consumer Advocacy should be
strengthened for several reasons.
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First, the agency will improve the balance among

»‘%nterest groups in our soclety, and help redress a long

§tqnding grievance and sense of unfairness. Second, the
aggncy will be a powerful voice for efficiency, 1ower costs,
¥ and'an enemy of red tape and delay. Third, the agency will
* ¢gomplement and strengthen other oversight mechanlsms in
government and help promote accountability in the public
sector.

The new agency requires modest budgetary resources.
Much of this should come from consolidating many scattered,
weak, and ineffective consumer representation offlces
throughout the bureaucracy.
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No new regulatory authority is involved ‘in this
legislation. The bill merely creates a more powerful
spokesman for consumers within the existing system. The
agency's role as a clearinghouse for consumer complaints
will be useful in many areas. Its limited authority to
obtain additional information through written interrogatories
is carefully constralned by stringent OMB clearance
procedures, judiclal review, and a blanket exemption
for small business.

u J :On any sensible balance of cost and benefits, the
Ag ncy for; Consumer Protection deserves tobe enacted.

war the undersigned university scholars,wfrge you to -
support this legislation. > P 5

P

(Authorized signatures SP &

on additional pages) illiam A. Lovett
: Executlve Director

Professor of Law

Tulane University
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'CHAIRMAN: John Hechinger. EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS: Bill Lovett, Tina Hobson CO-
HAIRPERSONS Erma Angevine, Allen Bildner, William Brown Tony DeChant, Evelyn
: ‘Dubrow Avram-Goldberg, Elinoir Guggenheimer, Carol Guyer, William Hutton Mary Gardiner
- Jones, Peter Jones, Arthur J. Kobacker, Harry McPherson, Esq., Arnold Mayer, Clarence

Mitchell, Bess Myerson, Ralph Nader, Robert R. Nathan, Kathleen O’Reilly, Robert D.

Partridge, Ann Phillips, Larry Phillips, Robert Pitofsky, Lola Redford, Lee Richardson, Mary

Roebling, Peter Solomon, Alfred Slaner, Glenn Watts, Sandra L. Willett. SUPPORT IN-

CLUDES—BUSINESS: Aldi-Benner Tea Company, American Income Life Insurance Company,

American Sound Corporation, Atlantic Richfield Company, Bantam Books Inc., Big Smith,

Inc., Blue Cross Association, Bonne Bell, Boulder National Bank, Connecticut General Life

Insurance Consumers United Insurance, Cummins Engine Company, Dreyfus Corporation,

Executive Life Insurance of New York, Florida Investors Mortgage Company, Gamble’s Corpo-

rate Buying, General Instrument Corporation, Grossman Paper Company, Hamburgers, Hen

House Interstate, The Hechinger Company, Industrial Designers Society of America, King Su-

per Markets, Kobacker Stores, Inc., Levi-Strauss, Magnetic Video Corporation, MCA Inc.,

Mobil Oil Corporation, Montgomery Ward & Company, National Patent Develop. Corporation,

National State Bank, Qakland Consolidated Corporation, Optical Systems Corporation, Penn-’
sylvania Power & Light, Phillips-Van Heusen, Polaroid Corporation, Professional Insurance
Agents, Puritan Fashions Corporation, Rob Roy Company, Scottish Inns of America, Star
. jMérk'et Company, Stop & Shop Companies, Stride Rite Corporation, TDK Electronics Corpo-

‘ étloh Wamer Communications. UNIONS: Amalgamated Clothing and Textile Workers Union,
: b Amalgamated Meat Cutters & Butcher Workmen, Communication Workers of America, Inter-

‘ national Association of Machinists & Aerospace Workers, International Union of Operating
Engineers, International Ladies Garment Workers Union, International Union of Electrical
Radio & Machine Workers, Oil, Chemical & Atomic Workers International Union, Retail
Clerks International Union, The Newspaper Guild, United Auto Workers, United Mine Work-
ers of America, United Steelworkers of America. NATIONAL CONSUMER/PUBLIC INTER-
EST: American Association of Retired Persons, American Association of University Women,
American Bar Association, American Home Economics Association, American Public Gas As-
sociation, American Public Power Association, Americans for Democratic Action, Automo-
bile Owners Action Council, Aviation Consumer Action Project, B'NAI B'RITH Women, Cen--
ter for Auto Safety, Center for Community Change, Center for Science in the Public Interest
Center for Study of Responsive Law, Common Cause, Community Nutrition Institute, Con-
gress Watch, Consumer Action for Improved Food and Drugs, Consumer Federation of Amer-
ica, Consumers Union of the U.S., Inc., Cooperative League of the U. S., Council for Public
Interest Law, Council on Children, Medla and Merchandising, Energy Action, Energy Policy
Task Force, Friends of the Earth, Gray Panthers, National Association of Attorneys General,
. National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, National Center on the Black
i:{@iAged National Coalition of Spanish-Speaking Mental Health Organizations, National Congress
‘3;‘{;;:01‘1H|spanlc -American Citizens, National Consumer Information Center, National Consumer
l Cong ess, National Consumers League, National Council of Catholic Women, National Council
‘, " of 'Senior Citizens, National Farmers Union, National Retired Teachers Association, National

Rural Electric Cooperative Association, National Urban Coalition, National Urban League, Na-
tional Women'’s Political Caucus, Neighborhood Legal Services, Sierra Club, U.S. Conference

of Mayors, Women's Equity Action League Women's National Democratic Club. (Partial list
as of 7/1/77).
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(Printing services donated by supporting organization)
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o . .Consumer Protection Scholars
"! i . ’ )

Prof. Stephen G. Breyer
Harvard Law School

Prof. William G. Willier
Boston College Law School

Dept. of Economics
Boston College

Prof. Jacob Cohen o
Dept. of American Studies
Brandeis University

- Prof. Theodore Lowi
Dept. of Government
Cornell University
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% Prof. James MacGregor Burns

Williams College

o '

" Prof. Bruce Smith

Dept. of Political Science
Columbia University

Prof. John Lewis
Woodrow Wilson School
Princeton University

Prof. Francis Rourke
Dept. of Political Science
John. Hopkins University
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Prof. Robt. Pitofsky
Georgetown Univ. Law Center:

Prof. Mark Nadel
Consultant
Washington, D.C.

Hrﬁfi Robt. Hermann
Pehn State! University

“Prof. James Morgan
University of Michigan
Prof. David Schwartz

Inst. of Public Utilities
Michigan State University

Prof. Samuel Krislov

Dept. of Political Science
Univ. ov Minnesota

Collection

Prof. Robt. J. McEweh(Msgf.)

Prof. Robert Dahl

"~ Sterling Professor

Deptsof Political Science
Yale University ‘

Prof. Charles Lindblom
Dir. of Inst. for Social
and Policy Studies =
Yale University

Prof. Co]ston Warreh
Amherst College

Prof. Kdnneth Dd]beare-
Dept. of Political Science
Univ. of Massachusetts

Prof. Kurt P. Tauber
Chm. Political Science Dept._

:Woddrow Wilson Professor of Govt. Williams College

Prof. John A. Spanogle
State Univ. N.Y.
Buffalo Law School

Prof. Richard Arens

Temple Univ. Law School

Prof. Judy Jackson
Univ. of Delaware Law School

Prof. Lawrence Velvel
Catholic Univ. Law School

"Prof. Stewart Lee

Geneva College

Prof. Louis S. Meyer
Edinboro State College

Prof. Jeén S. Bowers
Ohio State University

Prof Harold Chase
Dept. of Political Science
University of Minnesota

Prof. Joseph N. Uhl
Dept. of Agric. Economics
Purdue University

Prof. Gordon E. Bivens
Head-Dept. of Family Environ.

Iowa State University
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Univ. of Texas_Law'School

- College of. Etaw

. ‘Stanley Katz
of Chicago Law Schoo]

‘Gerald Tha1n _
of W1scons1n Law Schoo]

Prof. Michael S. Greenfield

School of Law-

NaShington Univ. -St Louis"

Univ. of M1sseun1-C01umb1a

Prof; Co]1n Ke]1y~Kaufman

~Washburn Univ. Sch001 of Law

'Prof Joe1 F1e1schman

‘School of Law
Duke Un1vers1ty

Erof Julian McDonne11
{'1v; of. Georg1a Law Schoo]

Prof. William A. Lovett._n
Tulane University Law School.

Prof. Lee Richardson,
Dept. of Marketing
"Louisiana State. Un1vers1ty

Prof. Dav1d Epstein

Prof. Néil 0. Littlefield

Udniversity of Denver

: Prof..Frede?ick'M}'Hart :

School of Law
Univ of’New Mexico

Prof David Vogel
S?hoo1 of Business

1Un1v of California- Berke]ey

‘Prof David Carroll-Law Center -
“Univ. of Southern California

Prof. Richard O.IKUmmért
School .of Law ‘ o
University,of Washington
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Prof. Richard L.D. Morse - -

. Dept. of Family Economics

Kansas State Un1vers1ty

B Prof Doug]as Rend]eman

College of Law -
w11]1am and Mary

Prof. Caro]e V1ckens‘

- Marshall University
Prof. George wallach Law Schoo1 '

"Prof. Nathan Crysta]
School of Law -

’ Un1v of South- Céro]1na n"'.

Prof He]en Goetz . 3
Dept. of Consumer Science .
University of Alabama

Prof. Jarrett C. Oeltjen
College of Law

:Flor1da State- Univens1ty

Prof..George Edwards
Dept. of Political Science
Tu]ane}University_

Prof. Richard Alderman
College of Law
University of Houston

- Prof..E;_Carl Hal]

Chm.-Dept. of Home Economicss'

fn_Oklahoma State. University

Prof Caro]e J Make]a :
Consumer Science and Housing
Colorado State Un1vers1ty

Prof Sylvia Lane
Agr1cu1tura1 Economics o
Univ., of Ca11forn1a Dav15"

Prof. John Burton'
Family and. Consumer Studies
Un1vers1ty of Utah

Prof. R6land C. 'Gr1ffin-'

- School of Law

Un1vers1ty of Oregon

Prof. Mary D. D1ckerson_

~San Diego State University
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